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Research on International Peer Review of Academic Disciplines:

A Case Study of Peking University

ZHANG Pingwen HE Fei HE Jie HE Feng
(School o f Mathematical Sciences s Peking University, Beijing 100871)
(O f fice of Academic Development , Peking University, Beijing 100871)
(Of fice of Academic Development s Peking University, Beijing 100871)
(Graduate School s Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: To conduct an international peer review of academic disciplines is an exploration
beneficial to the establishment of China’s modern evaluation system in higher education. High-
performing universities at home and abroad have made a variety of attempts. With an aim to
encourage high-quality development of disciplines and facilitate to build a world-class university,
Peking University has evaluated its disciplines in a problem-oriented approach by using
international peer reviews since 2013, and thus has accumulated relatively mature experience and
good practices. With a close examination of the real practices done by Peking University, this
paper intends to address some important issues like how to effectively organize an international
peer review, how to use the results produced by an international peer review, etc., and put
forward some suggestions in order to provide reference for other higher education institutions.

Keywords: academic discipline; international peer review; discipline development; Peking

University; “Double World-Class” construction
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