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FULLY DISCRETE CONVERGENCE ESTIMATES FOR VORTEX 
METHODS IN BOUNDED DOMAINS* 

YING LUNG-ANt AND ZHANG PING-WENt 

Abstract. In this paper the authors study vortex method for 2-dimensionsal Euler equations 
of incompressible flow in bounded domains. To approximate the initial vortex field by a sum of vortex 
blobs with arbitrary high accuracy, this field is extended smoothly to a small neighborhood of the 
boundary. And the computation is carried out in the extended domain. To construct the velocity 
field from vorticity, a second-order isoparametric finite element method is applied, and to solve the 
characteristic equations, the explicit Euler's scheme is considered. Optimal error bounds for this fully 
discrete scheme are obtained. 
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1. Introduction. Vortex methods are efficient numerical techniques for simulat- 
ing incompressible flow, especially flow with high Reynord's number. The mathemati- 
cal foundation of the vortex methods has been studied by many authors. By virtue of 
a viscous splitting approach, the equations are decomposed into Euler equations and 
pure diffusion equations. Thus the study of vortex methods for Euler equations is an 
important part in the theory, and the most fruitful results have been obtained in this 
direction. 

The convergence of vortex methods for the initial value problems of Euler equa- 
tions was first obtained by Hald [6]. Then the results were improved and different 
proofs were given by several authors [2], [3], [4], [7]. Recently, the first author of this 
paper considered the convergence problem for two-dimensional bounded domains [10] 
and obtained optimal error estimates for a semidiscretization scheme, where it was 
assumed that the equations for stream functions and the system of ordinary differ- 
ential equations for partical trajectories were solved exactly. In [10] a finite element 
approximation for the equations for the stream function was also considered and con- 
vergence results were given, but constants in the error bounds depended on the vortex 
blob parameters. 

One purpose of this paper is to prove that the rate of convergence of the finite 
element schemes can be independent of the vortex blob parameters, provided second- 
order isoparametric finite elements are used instead of linear ones. The other purpose 
is to give error estimates for fully discretized two-dimensional vortex methods for 
initial-boundary value problems of Euler equations. 

The paper is organized as follows. In ?2, we recall a result in [10]. In ?3, we prove 
an error estimate for the combined effect of vortex discretization and finite element 
approximation. In ?4 we prove the error estimate for full discretization problems. 

2. A convergence theorem for semidiscretization. Let Q C 1R2 be a convex 
and bounded domain, whose boundary &Q is sufficiently smooth. Denote by x = 
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(XI, x2) the points in R2. We consider the following initial-boundary value problems 

(9u 1 
(2.1) , + (u * V)u + p V r = f, at ~~p 
(2.2) V* u = 0, 
(2.3) u * n IxEaQ= 0, 

(2.4) u It=o= uo, 

where u = (ul, u2) stands for velocity, 7r stands for pressure, f = (fl, f2) is the external 
force, the density p is a positive constant, n is the unit outward normal vector along 
&Q, and the initial data uo satisfies 

V uo = 0, uo n lo= 0. 

If f, uo are sufficiently smooth, then the solutions u and 7r are also sufficiently smooth 
on the domain Q x [0, T], where T is an arbitrary positive constant. 

Let w = - V Au, wo = - V Auo, and 0b be the stream function corresponding to 
u. Then (2.1)-(2.4) is equivalent to 

(2.5) , + u* VW -7 Af F, 

(2.6) - A = w,u = V A, 

(2.7) 'p IxEaQ= 0, 
(2.8) w It=o0 wo. 

We extend functions uo and f, still denoted by uo and f, such that they are 
sufficiently smooth on R2 and R2 x [0, T], respectively, and the supports of them are 
compact. Let c be any positive constant. We define 

Qc = {x, dist(x,IQ) < c}. 

The "blob function" is defined as follows, ((x) is a cutoff function, such that 0 
for ixl > 1 and 

(X) =- 2(_) 

With that notation, the semidiscretization scheme for (2.5)-(2.8) is 

(2.9) W (x, t) = a (t) ( (x - XjE (t)), 

davE 
(2.10) = h2 F (XjE (t), t), a E (O) aj, 

dt , 

dXE (2.11) ~~~~dXj = 9E (XjE (t),I t), IXIE (O) =Xj ) (2.11) ~~~~~dt 
(2.12) -A /E = wE, /E lxcaQ= 0, 

(2.13) =VA, 

M 

(2.14) ge(x, t) = Z aiue(x(i), t), 
i=l1 
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where j (jl, j2),Xj = (ji hj2h), aj = h2Wo(Xj), and J1 = {j,Xj E Qd}t if x E Q, 
then x(i) = x, otherwise 

x(i) = (i + 1)Y-ix, 

where Y is the nearest point on &Q to x; the terms ai are the solutions of the system 

M 

Z,(-i)jai=1 j O, ... I M; 

i=l1 

and E > 0, h > 0, d > 0 are mesh parameters. Equations (2.14) makes sense only if x(i) 
belongs to Q, but it is proved in [10] that this fact is true provided d is small enough. 
In this scheme the function g6 plays the role of velocity, which is equal to ue in the 
domain and interpolated to the exterior part of Q. This is a natural way to deal with 
blobs near the boundary. Using g9 and a "slightly larger" domain Qd in computation, 
all blobs move according to a uniform formula (2.11). 

Now we state the convergence results. The notation Wm P(Q) for conventional 
Sobolev spaces and 11 l1m,p for the norms of them are applied throughout this paper. 
Let Xj (t) be characteristic curves that satisfy 

dX3(t) = U(Xj(t),t),X3(0) = Xj. 
dt 

As a rule, we admit the value of u as an extension if Xj(t)Q. Then set 

J2 = {J;Xj EQcoF nlQd}, 

( ~~~~~~~1/p 
IIe(t)jlp = h2 E IXj(t) - XI(t)IPI , 1 p < o0, 

K JEJ2 9 
where Co is a positive constant to be determined. The following theorem is proved in 
[10]. 

THEOREM 1. If we have m > 1, k > 2, such that ( C Wm+l (I R2) and 

((x)dx = 1, 2 

(2.15) jx ((x)dx = 0 VeCN2 with1<Ial?:k-1 
2 

and if there is a constant C, such that 

(2.16) C~-iea < h < C1 

where a > 1 + k- and if the constant in expression (2.14), AM > k, then for any 
P c [1,00) , there are positive constants do, Co, Cl, and C2 such that if d < do, then 
the solution of problem (2.9)-(2.14) satisfy 

(2.17) i Vue(x,t)l < C, x C, 

(2.18) llu - uFllo,p,? + IIe(t)jjp < C2Ek 

forte [0,T]. 
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For our later use, we need the following. 
COROLLARY. Under the assumption of Theorem 1, let C3 > 0 be given. Then 

there is a constant C4, such that 

(2.19) 11WE (-, t)jjk-1,p,Q,,3? -_ C4 t C [O, T]- 

Proof. It was proved in [10] that the points Xj out of Qc,, do not contribute to 
the value of wE in Q. Now we replace Co by Co + C3. Then the points Xj do not 
contribute to the value of wE in QCe. 

By the proof of Lemmas 2, 3, and 4 of [10], 
IW-WeI i 1 P,Qc36 

2 h 
{ ( ~h) r hm hN 

<C ek+ em+1- N+1-1 

(2.20) 

I1+ I1 le(t) I l0ooh Ile(t)j1p + - lle (s)pjlpds, 

where r C [1, 2], p + = 1 N > 3, C is a positive constant, and 

IIe(t)II c,o = max IXj (t) - XJ(t) . 

By (2.31) of [10], we have 

Ile(t)lloo, <:- Ile(t)j1p, 
hpt 

for any p' C [1, oo). We take I = k, p' > 4, N > m. Then we get the upper bound of 
the right-hand side of (2.20). a 

3. Further discretization by finite element methods. Let C denote a 
generic constant independent of mesh parameters. For simplicity we only consider 
quadratic triangular isoparametric elements of Lagrange type here. Let a triangle K 
be the reference element, and the set of six nodes consists of three vertices and three 
midpoints of the edges. Denote by FK the isoparametric mapping from K to each ele- 
ment K. If K is an interior one, then we take FK affine. If K is a "boundary" element, 
the nodes of which is shown in Fig. 3.1 where a12,K is the midpoint of al,Ka2,K, the 
node a12,K belongs to OQ, and ail2,Kal2,K is perpendicular to al,Ka2,K. The nodes 
a13,K and a23,K are simply midpoints. It is known that FK is uniquely determined by 
the nodes. 

Let 76 = {K} and Q = UKEK, where 6 is the size of the largest diameter of 
elements. We assume that the partition is regular and quasiuniform. Then we define 
the finite element space 

V6 = {v c Ho(Q6); VIK C P2(K) o FK1}X 

where P2 (K) is the space of all polynomials of degree < 2 and Q6 is the interior of 

. We consider in this section the following scheme: 

(3.1) w6(x, t) = E oj(t)(?(x - X (t)), 
jJCJ 

dac~ (t)_ 
(3.2) 

3 
h2F(X- (t),t), M(0) = aj, 

dX (t) 
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a12,K 

al,K a2,K 

\ ~~~a12,K/ 

a13,K / 23,K 

a3,K 

FIG. 3.1 

?/6 E V6, and 

(3.4) j V6 Vvdx = j w6vdx Vv E V61 

(3.5) u6=VA061 

where 
M 

96(x, t) = Zaiu6(xM),t). 

i=l1 

As before = x if x E Q, and otherwise 

x-i = (i + 1)Y6 -ix, 

where Y6 is the nearest point on &Q6 to x. Y6 is not necessary unique; we pick up an 

arbitrary one. Now g6 is no longer continuous, so (3.3) is satisfied in a generalized 
sense; see [10]. Here (3.4) and (3.5) are just the definition of a weak finite element 
solution to (2.12). Since Q is arbitrary, spacial discretization is needed in solving 
(2.12). We will prove convergence and get error estimates for it. 

Since Q6 ? Q we need to extend some functions from Q to the whole space R2. 

Since &Q is sufficiently smooth, there exists a strong m-extension operator E on Q 
such that [1] 

(3.6) J|EO11k,p,R2 ? C /JJk,p,Q, 
VO < k < m, I < p < O, }CWm,P(Q) 

In this section, we take m large enough, and extend the stream function ?6, still 
denoted by 6, then set u6 and w6 to be the corresponding velocity and vorticity, all 
of them now defined on R2 X [0, T]. 

We are now in a position to estimate u6 - u6 and X,"(t) - X6(t). We define 

lIe(t)Ilp = (h2 , IXff(t) - Xj(t)lP) 
\\ j CJi 

lIe(t) IKoo = max IXjE(t) - X (t)I. 



CONVERGENCE FOR VORTEX METHODS IN BOUNDED DOMAINS 349 

LEMMA 1. Under the assumptions of Theorem 1, 

2 

-(., t )- 6 Q(,t) Il 1,P Q6 < C82 + C{ (I + -IIe(t)IIo0) IIe(t)IIP 

+ j lie(s) IIpds}, 

provided 8 < C3E, where p > 2, 1 + I = 1. q 
Proof. We define two operators: If O/ corresponds to wE on the basis of (2.12), 

then we define ?/ w = LX-lw, likewise (3.4) defines an operator ?/ l = L\iw6. Then 

W f ( Eaj (t) E ( Xj t) )) tb ( Ea2(t)( ( ' - X6 (t) )) 

- (1 + 02 + 03, 

on the domain ?K, where 

01 = t ( E ~a ()E'- Xf (t)) - (E(- XjE (t))) 

72 = A-1 ( 3 (aj(t) - aj(t))((- -XI(t)) 

03 = al1_t 1 j(t)G(,- - 
Xj6(W-) 

Proceeding in a manner similar to [10], we have 

(3.8) IqSi (, t) <1,p,Q ? C (I + - i|e(t) I|00 le(t) IIP, 

(3.9) II2 (,t) II l,p,Q ? IIe(s)Ilpds, 

and 

(3.10) IIWE (Q t) - W6(. t)IIi,P,QC3E ? 2{ (1 + E lIe(t)IIoo) IIe(t)IIp 

+ jIIe(s)Ilpds}. 

Inequality (3.10) and the Corollary of Theorem 1 yield 

(3.11) 1 (,'t)IIIt1PQC3E- ?0+ E2 {( + ElII(t)11?) 11 (tIIP 

+j lie(s)Ilpds}. 

To estimate 03, we define a function ?1 that solves 

-zX41' == W, x C Q, ?1 'lxca= 0. 
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